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Held Live at Oxford Municipal Bldg unless otherwise noted as Virtual (Zoom etc).  Virtual access information will 
be provided to attendees prior to the meeting.  

WCARTS Monthly Program Schedule 2021 
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Treasurer’s 
Report:   

$3,680 

WCARTS exhibits:    
Sept 2- Oct 29: Clinton Library, Clinton NJ. Pickup artwork 12-2pm Oct 29th at Clinton Library.  

Nov 1-Dec 31: Asbury Coffee Mill, Asbury NJ. Artwork drop-off Oct 30,11am-12pm at Oxford Municipal Building.  

accepted via our website 
(www.wcarts.org). Payments 

for annual memberships 
or sponsorship can be 
made electronically via 
PayPal or by check 
made payable to 
WCARTS and sent to 
Warren County ARTS, 

PO Box 420, Washington, NJ 
07882.  Make all your Ama-
zon purchases through 
Smile.Amazon.com and se-
lect Warren County ARTS 
Corporation as your charity 
and we’ll receive 0.5% of 
every eligible purchase! No 
extra cost or effort to you! :)  

for profit 501( c ) 3 organization. Fund-
ing for our programs is made possible, 
in part, by a 
grant from 
Warren County 
Cultural & Her-
itage Division 
of Land Preser-
vation. We en-
courage everyone to share their 
knowledge & experience with the group 
in the form of a workshop or lecture.  

Annual Membership fees:  

$30 for single membership, $55 for fam-
ily memberships, $25 for Seniors 75+, 
$20 for students 18+ with school ID.   

Donations or Sponsorships are easily 

In 2017 Warren County ARTS (WCARTS) 
celebrated 25 years as an arts organization in 
Warren County NJ! After all this time we con-
tinue to be a close knit group dedicated to our 
mission to promote the advancement of the 
arts in Warren County and provide a venue for 
artists of all disciplines to learn with a variety 
of monthly programs. We welcome anyone who 
is an artist, wants to be an artist or appreciates 
the arts & just enjoys hanging out with artists! 
Our meetings are held once a month live or 
remotely.  Each meeting has an exciting pro-
gram to stimulate and educate. We have one 
judged exhibition and several non-juried shows 
as well as solo exhibits on display throughout 
the year in the Oxford Municipal Building 
(subject to Covid restrictions). We offer special 
day trips & other events to the membership 
which are free or low cost. WCARTS is a not 

“Warren County ARTS 

 celebrating 

30 years in 2022”  

About Warren County Arts 

Linus: “On Halloween night, the Great Pumpkin rises 
from his pumpkin patch and flies through the air with his 
bag of toys to all the children. The Great Pumpkin will 
appear and I’ll be waiting for him. I’ll be there! I’ll be 
sitting there in that pumpkin patch...and I’ll see the 
Great Pumpkin. Just wait and see, Charlie Brown.”   
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October program with Charles Hanson 
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Join us Saturday, Nov 13, 1-3pm at the Oxford Municipal building for our program with abstract artist 
Michael McFadden. Mike says his work is “the result of combining the experience of nature with art makin 

g processes which rely on invention and lead to discov-
ery.” His presentation will use a slide presentation and 
hands on workshop to explore the use of watercolor and 
collage as a tool for finding and developing subjects for 
abstract painting. Mike will discuss how the environ-
ment inside and outside his studio influences his art. He 
will also talk about the history and meaning of the term 
Abstract Art, the processes that he uses to find the sub-
jects and images in his paintings. Mike will demonstrate 
the processes that he uses to create an artwork prior to 
a hands on workshop using the process to develop an 
image and composition.  

 

Mike will provide 
sheets printed with 
the type of forms that 
he frequently uses 
and we will select 

which of these forms we want to use to create an image.  

Materials workshop participants need to bring include paper, scissors 
and glue stick.   

November Program Highlights—with Michael McFadden 

Funding for this program has been made possible, in part, by a grant from the Warren County Cultural & Heritage Division.  

Charlie held us in rapt attention as he read from his short story compila-
tion—Relatives, which is based on facts gathered during his genealogi-
cal research into his own family tree.   While Pam did the short business 
announcement at the start of the meeting, Charlie created a quick 
sketch of our Treasurer Peggy Niece. At the end of the meeting, he still 
felt up to doing a sketch of me, your President. The line & wash sketch 
on the left is my effort to capture the memory while he read to us.  
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Artist Glimpseby Jean M. Perry:    “Jennie Augusta Brownscombe 1850 –1936” 
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                                                   “The First Thanksgiving at Plymouth” 1914 

         Jennie Augusta Brownscombe was a beloved artist who was a native of Honesdale, PA, 
and had studios located in the Catskills, Greenwich Village and elsewhere. Known for her beau-
tiful portraits and genre scenes, she was also acclaimed for her historical artwork. But with 
painting still often considered man’s work, she was not recognized as she should have been until 
the 1970’s. To say she was a prolific artist is an understatement! Her many commissions includ-
ed large works, as well as small colored prints, etchings, and engravings for books and calendars. 

 
        A talented child, Jennie was born Dec. 10, 1850 to William and Elvira Kennedy Brownscombe on their farm 
near Honesdale. Her father was from England. Her mother was from PA, with roots going back to the Mayflower. 
To their delight, Jennie was born to them in their 40’s. Very early on, Jennie enjoyed drawing flowers and her class-
mates, primitive in her child-like style. When Jennie was 18, her father passed away, leaving her elderly mother and 
Jennie. And so, Jennie needed to be educated and to become the bread winner. She taught school in Wayne County, 
PA and finally, at age 21, made her way to NYC to study art at Cooper Union. She was a co-founder of the Art Stu-
dents League. Her art story goes on with works in Harper’s Weekly, Scribner’s Monthly and much, much more.  
   
        So famous and appropriate for the Thanksgiving holiday, I would like to discuss Jennie’s famous painting, 
“The First Thanksgiving at Plymouth“, completed in 1914. (Plymouth Hall Museum, Plymouth Mass.). As Jennie 
grew into her own history, she recorded the historic, not accurate, but beautiful scene. Here, Jennie portrays Gov. 
William Bradford at head of the table. Elder Brewster’s wife and young son sit next to Bradford on his right, as 
Brewster offers up thanks and praise. Miles Standish sits opposite Brewster. Near the crib are Mrs. Hopkins with her 
2 children, Demares and Oceana, the famous infant, who was born on the Mayflower. Further on, we see John Alden 
and Priscilla bringing food. Many other people who made history are included here and are all a part of the story. 
The dinner was probably not turkey, but another wild fowl and deer brought by the native Indians, corn, which the 
Indian Squanto had taught the settlers about, and cranberries. No sweet potatoes, no pie. The house shown certain-
ly was not a home of exhausted early voyagers in 
a new land! The American Indians seen here were 
probably Mohicans (much like the Lenni Lenape 
tribe). It is debated that the actual Indians resid-
ing there may have been the Wampanoag, alt-
hough most of them died from diseases brought 
from Europeans previously. The local Indians did 
not wear a Sioux headdress. But, it cannot be 
ignored that the Native Americans helped the 
Pilgrims survive 1621.      

For early 20th C Americans, this painting warmed 
the hearts of a country being hit with WW1, the 
Spanish influenza, massive immigration and the 
Great Depression. Jennie’s painting of “The First 
Thanksgiving in Plymouth” was often and is still reproduced and loved today.  

Jennie Brownscombe was an award winning artist. Even in her last years, she painted many hours a day. She sup-
ported women in the arts and she encouraged the arts in schools. She died in Bayside, N.Y in 1936 at the home of 
Dr. Charles Story and Mrs. Frances Bonner Story, her cousin. She was 85. She is buried in the Glen Dyberry Ceme-
tery in Honesdale.   

For a pleasant one day road trip, you can visit the Wayne County Historical Museum in Honesdale, PA, and find 
some of Jennie’s beautiful work along with historic Dorflinger glass, a train, an art gallery, an early American ex-
hibit and see the remains of the Delaware and Hudson canal. It’s worth a visit!     


